The Sandy Cove Covenant and Invitation
June 28-30, 2004

We are a gathering of evangelical Christians who provide institutional, pastoral, and intellectual
leadership in a wide variety of life settings. We have come together at Sandy Cove, Maryland in order to
pray, reflect, and learn together about our role as stewards of God’s creation. We are convinced that God
has moved among us in our time together over these three days.

We represent a variety of perspectives and varying levels of expertise about environmental issues. Some
of us have given our entire lives to caring for all of God’s creation, while for others the issue is a new one.
For all of us, this meeting has resulted in a deepening of our concern about God’s creation, a joyful sense
of community, and a desire to work together on these issues in days ahead.

In reflecting on Scripture and on the pressing environmental problems that beset our world, we are
persuaded that we must not evade our responsibility to care for God’s creation. We recognize that there is
much more we need to learn, and much more praying we need to do, but that we know enough to know
that there is no turning back from engaging the threats to God’s creation.

We feel called of God to covenant together to move the work of creation-care ahead in a variety of ways.
Therefore:

We covenant together to make creation-care a permanent dimension of our Christian discipleship and to
deepen our theological and biblical understanding of the issues involved.

We covenant together to draw upon the very best and most trustworthy resources that can help us
understand the particular environmental challenges we face today, as well as promising solutions, as fully
and accurately as possible.

We covenant together to share our growing knowledge and concern about these issues with other
members of our constituencies.

We invite our brothers and sisters in Christ to engage with us the most pressing environmental questions
of our day, such as health threats to families and the unborn, the negative effects of environmental
degradation on the poor, God’s endangered creatures, and the important current debate about human-
induced climate change. We covenant together to engage the evangelical community in a discussion
about the question of climate change with the goal of reaching a consensus statement on the subject in
twelve months.

Our continuing goal is to motivate the evangelical community to fully engage environmental issues in a
biblically faithful and humble manner, collaborating with those who share these concerns, that we might
take our appropriate place in the healing of God’s creation, and thus the advance of God’s reign.
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